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HAND CRAFTED CUsSTOM WOODWORK

Ar ti s ans 0 A-Wiomit f ol i o 0
We are proud to announce the release of odur Mi-Pnoir t fThi$ 44 pagedbooklet delivers § ﬂ”}%”
0
cross section of Artisans® commi ssions a ’me,\. ons,;

quite amazing what has come out of our small shop over the past 35 years, even to us!

We are actively seeking representation to assist in expanding our client base. We pIaJ
employ this new compact medium to reach into new markets, primarily through interior deg
firms across the United States. Copies are available upon request for $5.

Er i ¢ 0 s of f i ci a/l Pap]

This year, we decided to oofMaisctiearl |oyfIndisheaun
style of going alin; Eric commissioned hand scribed & illuminated parchment
commemorate the occasion. Se& r_i_c 6 son &ur weelbsitel e

tatu
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Journeyman papers follow a long standing tradition of artisans and trades to certify their o
Prior to colleges and trade schools, each craft had required an individual to step through from
apprenticeships to journeyman | evel s, and finally refchir
requires not only years of experience, but the demonstration of a set of skills through the delivery of specific works |that

each ensure mastery for one simple reason; the masterfr| wor
to par. This scroll includes not only the f
proclaims the fulfill ment of St anMaesyt e$a pCer
Grinnellto pass his skills on to another generation, and it marks the official transfer of Artisans
the Valley from father to son.

Bachelors in Fine Arts. Rosemary is master of her own studioT he Gi | dHer dbve(@futﬁl"
Medieval Manuscripts of the Medieval Ages influences her designs and use of color. Commisg
Il i ke Ericds journeyman papers present the
and colorful illuminations and gilding techniques to develop truly original art on a hand crafted s ;
parchment byPergamena Rosemary6s skills have been recognized Dply th
of Mast er Penmen, Engrossers and Teachers of Handwrl| tin
Penmanié, and served Thiosteemsr asulPr esf dRasemaryds effflort s
see in person; or at least visit our website for the high resolution images.
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http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/MasterofTheShop.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_es_profile1.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/company_mem1.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/company_mem1.html
http://www.gildedquill.com/
http://www.gildedquill.com/
http://www.pergamena.net/
http://www.gildedquill.com/
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Artisans_of_the_Valley_Mini-Portfolio.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Artisans_of_the_Valley_Mini-Portfolio.pdf
http://www.henry8photo.com/
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The Gothic Desk is Complete

PP U R et

Photo by Henry Schweber

One can view a table as a functional device designed for the purpose of keeping objects off the floor; basically no |more
than a platform at which to comfortably eat, work, play cards, or whatever else you may do while sitting in front of a [flat

surface. Alternately you may see your furniture as functional artwork, providing an esthetic value and atmosphere to| yjour
home.

Artisans of the Valleyis pleased to announce completion of this quarter sawn white oakNe w Wa v e G odlsb|i
considered a library table, transitioning our line of gothic tables from the dining room into the office. The desk carrieg pu

signature themes with hand rope carving, cathedral style panels in each leg, select grade materials, and an heirloom guality
finish.

o
O

We are receiving inquiries requesting concepts for doffe
more than happy to design a custond Ne w Wa v epiece dot shitiyeubdrequirements be they modern or medieval; a

1°Z

shown below our desks work equally well with laptops or feather quills! We are planning to complete a poker table in|the
latter part of 2008.



http://www.henry8photo.com/
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/index.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/pf_tb_page4.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/pf_tb_page1.shtml
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So the story goes that Jeffrey & his friend Steve travel t
globe seeking the ultimate fishing adventures. Steve (botto
center photo left) decided to find a unique gift for his fishin
buddy that reflected a unique, charismatic, highly expressiv
and at times a bit over the top personality.

Steve also mentioned Jeffrely
more of a suggestion than a rule; illustrated in the botto
right phot o! Jeffreyds fi sii
exuberant display of just two of his catches shown below.

This unique folk art figure byStanley D. Sapersteinwas

commi ssioned by Steve as a

decided to twist the perspective slightly when he conjured u
this caricature. Every now and again a sign may just ha
something to say, and sometimes the fish actually do bite!

Projects that make us laugh and offer a never ending source
of humor to our clients are always great commissions. Che
out we Biguie Cavingection for some detailed image
of this original carving,
figure carvings.



http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/note1.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/ws_gnomes1.html
http://www.henry8photo.com/
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Gothic din Walnut —
Entering Q2 means startup of our next New Wav e Go;falull sizé dining t@lples matching
server, and set of corner units. Most of our commissions start with nothing more than a concept ske',
The next steps are often baffling to just about everyone other than us; with the exception of a cut[v‘ i
sheet that provides us with the materials requirements as well as a simple breakdown of what leng
widths, and thicknesses are required for each part, our process is very abstract and introvert. frg !

There are no architectural CAD drawings for our artistic commissions. We just leap from sketch to \ ¥+ ! =
seems like a finished product sometimes without any obvious or apparent logic or method. Yet
process actually does require a great deal of both, with the induction of experience and skill.

Parts and pieces begin to take shape, and are fit and assembled into frames, doors, legs, shel
tabl etops and other components. Wedre often
that no matter how many we own we still have yet to ha~

b\ FUsu—E.

(7474400 AN NNIR T, 12

enough.

Below left, Teri is working on removing clamps from the sen
frame, center; about half the project materials, and to the rigt_.

t he tableds trestle leg str a1

Check outo Cr eati ng a Pr iadeumergasy by

Eric M. Sapersteinpublished on our website that illustrates ou
creative process in detail providing a photo illustrated view from

start to finish of an original Artisans design; Blew Wave Gothic Credence Table e & | | be featurin
wal nut dining set on our website shortly. Wedll also
for the summer of 2008, assuming fuel prices dondt s

Eric & Teri Gone South

We decided to include a short blurb on our venture down south which included the wedding of Thomas Clark, Jr
Jennifer Stracka in Jacksonville, FL, a boar hunt at ti&pher Plantationoutside of Waycross, GA, hitting a few winerie
and a few hours panning for gold and gems. Wedre s
publishing deadline so wedl |l put them in the next i

u

S

t he
be |
rpas


http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/pf_tb_page5.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Creating_A_Priceless_Heirloom_hres.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_es_profile1.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/religious1.html
http://www.gopherplantation.com/
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Parts and Pieces O Remake

VT T T e ey e e e e e e e S A A S S B SRR
L

Restoration often requires the replacement of missing parts and pieces; this is one of the more specialized and unique
services that Artisans provides. When a table is missing a claw or paw toe, or even the entire leg we can reproduce the
required part. Drawer pulls, bonnets, spindles, fretwork, finials, moldings, are all common items lost due to time, daily
use, and especially during moves.

Above left illustrates an entire solid walnut bonnet, hand carved including the center bust, finials, dentil moldings, ssrall
and leaf work. To the right shows a claw toe in the process of being replaced. A few more coats of finish on the newly
carved toe and the repair will be extremely difficult to detect.

The first row below shows two drawer pulls; one of which is the original and one is the duplicate. The original eight pulls
were all hand carved for their host dresser so there are subtle differences inherit to the process. We can usually get|a
very close match to most pieces when we have a model in good condition to work with.

Below, bottom left, is an example of the replacement of a missing carving atop an armchair when no model was
available. This carving was designed based on patterns available in our extensive library featuring hundreds of bqoks
illustrating furniture design, construction, finishing, and restoration.

Below bottom right is a classic example of a ball and claw foot. It is very common for pieces to be missing an entire fot,
rendering them entirely useless in function and reducing their value to almost nothing. Replacing the missing foat
obviously restores functionality and in turn a high percentage of the antique or collectable value.

If you have furniture in your collection, especially heirlooms, or if you find a great deal (especially curbside deals!) on a
piece that is missing a part let us know. We can usually provide a fair estimate through photos and you can quickly
determine if the deal is good, or if your dysfunctional heirloom can once again be displayed with pride in your home. Yisit
our website to see more on our antiqu€onservation Services



http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/services1.html
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Amazing transitions

Stickley, Not So pretty in
Pink?

Please, no matter how strong the urge, refrain from painting anything hy|

Stickley pink. This action is not only in bad taste, it certainly reduces the

value of such a highly respected and collectable piece of furniture to almost

nothing. Besides ités just plain Wro

That said, if someone else has already committed a furniture atrocity and
|l eft you to handle the unspeakabljg r
help. First we will take the piece out of your hands and immediately
guarantine it until the pink can |[be
structure and veneer repairs, and finally apply a proper finish.

The finish is a hand rubbed garnet shellac which creates a proper warm rich
deep finish. Shellac is great for filling the open pours of oak to help level
out the overall surface. The finish can be completed entirely in shellac, but

most clientds today prefer to utilliz

_ Tung oil varnish creates a layer that is resistant to water, alcohol, and other|
general household use. A finish completed in pure shellac is susceptible o
the dreaded owhite ringdé created whe
on your furniture without a coaster.

We handle dozens oGolden Oak, Stickley, Mission, and Arts & Crafieces
each year. Every one of these type of pieces has turned out with a grea
result. Age and wear and tear on oak generally serves only to improve the
patina and character of the piece.

Furniture built in Quarter Sawn oak is the most highly prized of the oak
furniture lines. Stickley took pride in using quarter sawn white oak almost
exclusively. Be sure to check the inside of drawers, underside of the piece
and the back panels for labels to help identify the manufacturer.

We are happy to assist our clients in identifying their furniture, determining age, condition, and manufacturer. From thes
factors, we can provide an estimated value before and after restoration, as well as provide an estimate to bring your pie¢e
back to life. B s > 5T

[¢]

Useful Humidity

What do you do with that
had laying around the house for years? Well, being qu
the packr at s, wedve never metf§
for.

For this quarter sawn oak miniature chest, removal of t
rusty steel liner and installation of a one in Spanish cedg
some veneer repair, refinishing, and the addition of
hydrometer and moisture pack converted what was a {
garage sale oak box into a custom fully functional humidd

Dondt overl ook anything
immune to a new functional use!

\\
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http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cs_go_page1.shtml
http://www.henry8photo.com/
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Time for a Drink!

—
o

This is not a 2008 project, or at | east
new projects Eric has yet to find the time to complete the last features of this custom built
in in this personalcustom solid walnut bar

Ericstarted hiso wi | d 1 i f e owvihrthe canvipgs featured onchis bar. Each of these
are onLaura S. Irishpatterns, composite designs adapting them to the medium, scale, and
his own carving style.

The bar also features a very uniqubugling elk glass carvinggompleted by Randy Mardus
of Permanent Reflectionsand a st ained glass frame clodgmpl
Saperstein. The glass carving is a reverse relief, with a custom fiber optic lighting harngs
to direct the light source into the top edge of the glass carving and subtlety backlight the
frame.

"2

Buffalo

Since wedre on t he wiuffald$cént @arvicgas vamgt héde menetdfi seri cos| |
This theme is centered around a custom made Shiloh Shiar
Eric is now putting upon himself is to actually finish it before the next newsletter. See how that plan works out in Issue

Carving
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