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2008 will soon be a thing of the past. With the twists and turns 

along the way weõve completed a wide variety of restorations, 

introduced new pieces to our gothic line, created some new carvings 

and sculptures. Eric even completed his buffalo panel.  

As the year closes, Artisans is initiating an aggressive new marketing 

campaign featuring our solid wood custom furniture, restoration 

services, carving, and sculptural services. This strategic shift in 

focus will result in our selective acceptance of commissions and 

restorations. 

We will share our plans and new ventures with all of you in our first 

Quarterly Review of 2009. In the mean time, we join with the rest of 

the nation to continue to support the US economy, and we wish you 

all a safe and happy holiday season! 
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C o v e r  S t o r y  

We thought weõd revitalize the flurry of attention our English Library 

received a  few years ago. Artisans completed this solid mahogany 

hand carved library featuring hand planed raised panels in 1997. 

(below right)  

Our goal with this space was to develop a room that represented the 

roots of the traditional English library with the warmth of wood and 

fire, access to a fully-equipped wet bar for an after-dinner brandy, 

and comfortable seating for after dinner conversation. Check our 

libraries section for more photos! 

The feature photo, taken by 

Thomas H. Clark, Jr., captures the 

essence of the space. This classic 

image became the cover of a book 

entitled òOld School Romanceó by 

Conrad V. Sucatre, Vintage 

Romance Publishing.  (above right) 

In addition, the image remains on 

t h e  h o m e  p a g e  o f  

www.librarydesigns.com. (right) 

http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/builtins1.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/builtins1.html
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?userid=1q6iVN6Dx0&isbn=0977010724&itm=3
http://www.vrpublishing.com/
http://www.vrpublishing.com/
http://www.librarydesigns.com/


 
P a g e  2  A r t i s a n s  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w  

This project has been a LONG time in progress. Conception occurred in 1995 when 

Eric commissioned a custom made 1874 Sharps by Shiloh Rifle Manufacturing of 

Big Timber, Montana. After a wait of over four years, he almost forgot about the 

piece. When it finally arrived, right around the turn of the millennium, Eric decided 

that this work of art really should be on display. Then life took its toll, having a home 

remodel in progress forced the rifle into the safe to wait for a turn. 

The challenge was to design a display panel worthy of the hand crafted buffalo rifle. 

After quite a bit of contemplation over the next two years, he decided to lay out a 

buffalo prairie scene, insetting the rifle into the horizon. Now the decision was 

made Eric, in character, jumped right into the pattern development and carving 

somewhere around mid-2002. Just to point out the small gap in the timeline, in 

case you havenõt noticed itõs 2008, the end of 2008! 

Artisans of the Valley re-established in 2001 under Ericõs management, began to 

gain momentum. The ever-expanding website, extended business-to-business 

relationships, feature articles and publicity, all played a roll with a consistent 

referral system. Artisans now engulfed most of Ericõs time so the panel sat, receiving moments of 

attention as the business leash allowed ñ which amounted to none, really. 

Ericõs profile òMaster of the Shopó in Princeton Magazine, by Erin Murphy, October of 2007, featured the 

panel as a work in progress. In doing so it gave a bit of an incentive to get things in gear. Intertwined with 

a series of gothic commissions, ongoing restorations, and other projects, Eric finally hit a point where the 

determination to complete this work of art exceeded time limitations. (A òround-to-itó was issued!) 

The fine detail is burned for clean lines, delicate grass, fur and texture, and for shadows. The scene is 

tinted with water colors, providing a natural spectrum of tones and shades. The frame is solid walnut, featuring a rope 

carving and natural tung oil finish. The rifle is mounted on two wood pegs, and will be secured with metal straps. The 

panoramic scene for this project was derived from several designs created by renowned wildlife and pattern artist Lora S. 

Irish. We should note that many of Artisans carving projects are based on Loraõs ability to draw! 

So, as it stands, the fourth quarter of 2008 is upon us. The Shiloh rifle is now proudly displayed in this deep relief 

basswood scene, òShiloh Prairie.ó This piece is only the second formally titled panel. The first, òWhitetail Sunrize,ó remains 

in the private collection of outdoorsman and musician Ted Nugent. 

So what will the future of Ericõs wildlife carvings bring? Well, weõll leak a little on our plans for next year; we intend to title 

more pieces, and we will make sure they gain notoriety in the worldwide art market! 

Photos by Greg Pallente ©2007 North Jersey Media Group B u f f a l o  C a r v i n g  

Finished Plaque photo by Eric Saperstein (thus not so good!) 

http://www.shilohrifle.com/
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/MasterofTheShop.pdf
http://www.princetonmagazine.com/
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/ws_wildlife2.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/ws_wildlife1.html
http://www.tednugent.com/
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/ws_wildlife1.html

