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Tables are of course a mainstay of every household, one in the kitchen, one in the dining room, one for coffee, the ends 

of the couch, the office, and anywhere else you may want to place objects at a more convenient height than on the floor.  

That stated, the function of keeping things 30" or so off the floor is simple enough.  When form and artistic presentation 

come into play, things get interesting. Artisans has created a unique class of furniture we call New Wave Gothic . 

The basic premise of our New Wave Gothic line is to blend Gothic, Renaissance, Jacobean, Elizabethan, and perhaps a 

touch of mission influence to develop synergy between modern function and classic form integrating seamlessly into a 

Tudor home, a wine cellar, a castle, a poker room, tavern, or even a cabin or timber frame home. This line is the essence 

of new antiques; handmade, far from rustic, yet with obvious age and maturity, not overly distressed or beaten down. 

Our goal is to maintain the substantial appearance of Gothic origin, providing no doubt the piece will outlast us all, while 

mitigating the excessive mass of solid wood with elegant fretwork and subtle ornamentation. The Renaissance age 

introduced steel tools, greatly advancing the capabilities of furniture makers and carvers in the realm of joynery and 

carving. During this period the mortis and tenon joint was mainstreamed, tracery evolved into an art form, and extensive 

hand carving adorned the objects of royalty and 

wealth, not to mention the domination of artistic 

wood and stone work in churches throughout 

Europe.  

This feature edition of Artisans Quarterly Review 

covers one specific area of our custom furniture, 

providing examples of our existing portfolio class 

pieces, design ideas for more gothic furniture, a few 

tidbits and facts, and some artistic photos and 

stories just for fun! 

Check out Ericõs documentary òCreating a Priceless 

Heirloomó for more gothic history! 
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http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/pf_tb_page1.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Artisans_Quarterly_Review_Vol1_Issue3_2008.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Creating_A_Priceless_Heirloom_hres.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Creating_A_Priceless_Heirloom_hres.pdf
http://www.henry8photo.com/


Draft Version September 11, 2008 

Artisans of the Valley, based in Pennington, NJ, is an 

exclusive custom furniture, cabinetry, carving, and 

restoration shop. These craftsmen are the last of the 

traditional apprenticeship method of passing on the skills 

of furniture design, joynery, carving, and finishing. For over 

30 years Master Craftsman Stanley D. Saperstein has 

perfected his skills and in the process passed these skills 

to his son Eric. Eric has now taken the reins of the 

business and studio receiving his Masterõs certification 

under his fatherõs eye.  

In 2002 Artisans received a commission for a gothic 

credence table, a memorial to Captain Edward States, pilot 

of American Airlines Flight 587. Eric executed Stanleyõs 

design, which was conceived by lightening the massive traditional gothic form and 

developing a piece that reflected the original décor of the church without requiring half of an old growth forest in lumber. 

Completed late in 2002, this credence table (above) triggered Stanley and Ericõs creative modes, and they considered 

moving forward with a series of pieces based on this original concept. Time passes, as it always does, and other 

commissions were taken and completed. It wasnõt until the end of 2004 when the next opportunity emerged to for a 

gothic piece.  

This time the commission was for a full size dining table. (shown below) The scale 

went up just slightly from the credence table (shown right) to seat at least ten people 

comfortably, twelve if your guests are willing to get to know each other intimately! 

This project centered around tracery panels (fretwork) mimicking the geometric 

shapes common in church windows, arches, trefoils, & quatrefoils. The mathematical 

symmetry used to develop tracery designs created a unique opportunity to interact 

with our client, who just happened to have a Princeton University Degree in Physics 

with a strong foundation in math. 

Interactions between artists and clients, evolving concepts, redraws, and the 

constant interchange of ideas finally churned out the finished pattern, shown in the 

completed table. (below right) From this point  

Artisans developed a scalable format of this design, and 

it is now available to suit the specifications of tables, 

desks, doors, wainscoting, headboards, and other 

custom pieces. 
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